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SPORT | Cricket NATION | History 


As note debate still 
rages on, 71 note set 
to turn 100 on Nov. 30 


PEOPLE 


Newsmakers 
US First 


Daughters’ 
Club defends 


‘a 


www.asianage.com 


P.V. Sindhu returns a shot 
against Ratchanok Intanon of 
Thailand in the semi-final of 
the women’s singles during 
the Yonex-Sunrise Hong Kong 
Open Badminton Champio- 
nships 2017 on Saturday. 
Sindhu won the match 21-17, 
21-17. E Report: Page 12 — AP 


Egypt strikes at 
militant hideouts, 
toll rises to 305 


Cairo: The Egyptian Air 
Force on Saturday gunned 
down several militants and 

destroyed their vehicles, 
hours after over 305 worsh- 
ippers were killed in a ter- 
rorist attack at a mosque. 
Egypt’s public prosecutor’s 
office, citing interviews with 
wounded survivors, linked 
ISIS militants, also known as 
Daesh, to the attack on the 
Al Rawdah mosque in 

Bir al-Abed.— AFP 

Full report on Page 9 


Mark Constitution 
Day: Varsities told 


New Delhi: The University 
Grants Commission has dir- 
ected all varsities to cele- 
brate November 26 as “San- 
vidhan Divas” to commem- 
orate the adoption of the 
country’s Constitution. The 
varsities across the country 
have been asked to conduct 
a series of activities in the 
run up to the day. — PTI 


Naxals abduct man, 
torch 4 vehicles 


Raipur: Naxals on Saturday 
set ablaze four vehicles and 
a loader machine engaged 
in the construction of rail- 
way line before abducting a 
40-year-old man in Chhatt- 
isgarh’s insurgency-hit 
Kanker district. Security 
forces have been rushed to 
the spot. — PTI 


COUNTERPOINT 


We want to host the Tne 
most expensive dinner for 
Ivanka... with tomatoes, 


onions, eggs... 


»^« — Max: 26°C 
ay. Min: 8°c 
«RH: 38% 

>53 Rainfall: Nil 


Forecast: Clear sky 


|_| ASTROGUIDE 


Hemalaba: Dakshinayana 
Tithi: Margasira Shuddha 
Saptami till 7.47 pm 

Star: Dhanishta till 2.58 pm 
Varjyam: 10.38 pm to 
12.20 am (Monday) 
Durmuhurtam: 4.06 pm 

to 4.51 pm 

Rahukalam: 4.30 pm to 6 pm 
SUNSET TODAY 5.24 PM 
SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.52 AM 
MOONRISE TOMORROW 12.35 PM 
MOONSET TODAY 12.03 AM 


Murali Vijay, Pujara hit ey" 
centuries to put India 
in command of 2nd Test potra 


RNI No. 57290/94, Regd No: DL-SW-05/4189/15-17 


_ Rahul trains gun on Modi 


-over Rafale, Winter Session 


Dahegam (Gujarat), Nov. 25: With the 
Congress trying hard to gain ground in 
poll-bound Gujarat, Congress voice- 
president Rahul Gandhi raised the poll 
pitch on the second day of his cam- 
paigning by alleging that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi did not want 
behind the multi-crore 
Rafale deal and Jay Shah issue to come 
out before Assembly elections in his 
home state, and that’s why the NDA 
government was delaying the Winter 


the “truth” 


Session of Parliament. 


“Generally, Parliament’s (Winter) ses- 
sion is held every year in November 
and discussions (on crucial issues) take 
place in the Lok Sabha and Rajya 


GUJARAT eS 
ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 


Sabha. But, 
due to two 
reasons, 
Parliament 
is opening 
after the 
Gujarat polls this time. 


“First, (BJP chief) Amit Shah’s son 
(Jay) converted 750,000 to 780 crore in 
three months. Second, and a more 
important reason, is the Rafale deal. 
The entire procedure went on for the 
purchase of the planes and after all the 
discussions were over, Narendra Modi 
himself went to France to change the 


contract,” he alleged. 


“T would ask Modiji three questions 
(on the Rafale deal). First, is there a dif- 


ference in the cost of planes in the first 


and the second contract (signed with a 
French firm) and did India pay more or 
less money as per the second contract? 

“And, has the industrialist (whose 
company has formed a joint venture 
with the French firm), who was given 
manufactured 
asked while 
addressing a public gathering here in 
Gandhinagar district on Saturday. 

The Congress leader also sought to 
know if due procedure was followed 


the 
planes?” 


contract, ever 
Mr Gandhi 


E Turn to Page 4 


Hadiya 


Hadiya wants 
to be with 
her husband 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
KOCHI, NOV. 25 


Kerala’s Hadiya aka 
Akhila, who is to depose 
before the Supreme 
Court on November 27 
in an alleged “love 
jihad” case, said on 
Saturday that she wants 
to be with her Muslim 
husband and dismissed 
allegations of forced con- 
version to Islam. 

“T am a Muslim. I was 
not forced. I want to be 
with my husband,” the 


25-year-old woman, 
shouted as she was 
being taken inside 


Nedumbassery airport 
here before boarding a 
flight to New Delhi. 

This was the first time 
Ms Hadiya appeared in 
public after the Kerala 
high court in May 
annulled her marriage 
to Shefin Jahan and 
handed her custody to 
her father K.M. Asokan. 

E More on Page 3 


Rahul 


Prime 


hit back by 


gratulated” 


On Saturday, 
Gandhi termed 
release of Jamaat-ud Dawa chief 
Hafiz Saeed’s release a failure of 


Modi’s “hugplomacy,” the BJP 


scion a “known sympathiser of 
LeT”, and asking if he had “con- 


26/11 Mumbai attacks yet. 
“Rahul Baba, aadatein nahin 
badalti hain (Rahul Baba, habits 


Congress vice-president during an election rally near Bayad in 
Gujarat’s Aravalli district on Saturday. 


— AFP 


BJP slams Rahul's snide 
‘hugplomacy fail’ remark 


Calls Congress V-P LeT sympathiser 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 25 


don’t change). For once, stand 
with the country & not with ter- 


rorists as is your habit. You area 


minutes after 
the 


Minister Narendra 


calling the Congress 


the mastermi-nd of 


and 


your 


known sympathiser of LeT. 
WikiLeaks & Ishtar Jahan case 
cover-up exposed your links. 
BTW, have you congratulated 
‘Hafeez Saheb’ 
release yet? @officeofrg,” 
ed G.V.L Narasimha Rap, the 
party’s national spokesperson. 

The BJP also asserted that 
unlike the UPA, the Modi govern- 
ment has “succeeded in isolating 
cornering Pakistan as 
E Turn to Page 4 


on his 
tweet- 


PADMAVATI ROW. 
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Violent threats 


not acceptable, 
says V-P Naidu 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
with agency inputs 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 25 


Amid the raging contro- 
versy over Padmavati 
film, vice-president M. 
Venkaiah Naidu on 
Saturday said that giving 
violent threats and 
announcing rewards for 
causing physical harm is 
not acceptable in a 
democracy. 

He also said that dissent 
is agreeable in the coun- 
try but disintegration is 
not acceptable and any 
attempt to undermine its 
integrity and unity by 
forces inimical to growth 
of the country must be 
nipped in bud. 

Without directly refer- 
ring to the Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali’s film, Mr 
Naidu warned against 
undermining the rule of 
law in the country. 

Mr Naidu, while 
addressing a literary fes- 
tival, said that off late 
people have started 
protested over films alleg- 
ing that these have hurt 
the sentiments of some 
religions or communi- 
ties. While protesting, 
some people go overboard 
and announce rewards. 

“Whether these fellows 
have that much money or 
not, I doubt. Everyone is 
announcing Zone crore 


J&K: Abducted jawan found dead 


YUSUF JAMEEL 
SRINAGAR, NOV. 25 


An off-duty Army jawan 
was killed by suspected 
militants in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s southern Shop- 
ian district overnight, the 
police said on Saturday. 
This is the 6th such inci- 
dent in the restive Valley 
in the past seven months. 
The bullet-riddled 
corpse of 23-year-old 
Territorial Army soldier 
Irfan Ahmed Dar, who 
had gone missing on 
Friday evening, was 


Irfan Ahmed Dar 


found in Shopian’s 
Wuthmulla Naad village 
on Saturday morning, the 
police said. 

Locals said that they 


D Dar is 6th off-duty 
security personnel 
killed by militants 
since April in J&K 


saw Dar’s body lying near 
a paddy field and immedi- 
ately informed the police. 
He was wearing a pheran, 
traditional woollen robe. 
The police said he had 
been shot multiple times. 

The jawan was a resi- 
dent of Shopian’s Sanzan 
village and was posted in 
the Army’s Engineering 
Regiment in Gurez area 


Moroccan children head to the Great Mosque of Sale to pray for rain on Friday, near 
the capital of Rabat. Parched Morocco is holding prayers for rain in mosques 

across the country under a royal decree. Moroccan university studies show that 
temperatures have risen by up to 4°C since the 1960s and annual rainfall has been on 


the decline. 


— AFP 


close to the Line of 


Control (LoC) in 
Bandipore district. A 
defence spokesperson 


here said that Dar, a 175 
Territorial Army official, 
was to return to his duty 
on November 26. 

SSP Shopian Ambarkar 
Shriram said that Dar was 
apparently abducted and 
subsequently murdered 
by militants. “We have 
taken up investigations. It 
appears to be a case of kid- 
napping and murder and 
we suspect terrorists are 
E Turn to Page 4 


Pak Army 
called in to 
quell unrest 


SHAFQAT ALI 
ISLAMABAD, NOV. 25 


The Pakistan govern- 
ment on Saturday called 
in the Army after two 
protesters and a security 
person were killed while 
more than 200 hundred 
injured as security 
forces clashed with pro- 
testers who had been 
camping in Islamabad 
for the last 20 days. 
Earlier, security forces 
fired tear gas and rubber 
bullets but the demon- 
strators blocked roads. 
E More on Page 4 


Trump: Turned down Time’s Person of the year 


Washington, Nov. 25: 
Donald Trump could, 
probably, have been Time 
magazine’s “Person of the 
Year” for the second year 
in succession, but that 
“probably” irked the US 
President so much that he 
turned down the publica- 
tion’s interview and photo 
shoot request. Or so he 
says. 

“Time Magazine called 
to say that I was PROBA- 
BLY going to be named 
“Man (Person) of the 
Year”, like last year, but I 
would have to agree to an 
interview and a major 
photo shoot. I said proba- 


—— 


Person of theYear 


Time Magazine 
called to say that I 
was PROBABLY 
going to be named... 
but I would have to 
agree to an inter- 
view... | said proba- 
bly is no good and 
took a pass. Thanks 


anyway! 


— Donald Trump, © 
US President 


bly is no good and took a 
pass. Thanks anyway!” 


Mr Trump said in a tweet. 


But Time magazine dis- 
puted President Trump’s 
account of how he rejected 


the magazine’s request for 
an interview and photo 
session. Time tweeted 
that Mr Trump “is incor- 
rect about how we choose 
Person of the Year,” and 
added that it doesn’t com- 
ment on its choice until 
publication. 

Mr Trump, who was 
Time magazine’s Person 
of the Year last year, is 
spending the 
Thanksgiving weekend at 
his Mar-a-Lago residence 
in Florida. 

Mr Trump frequently 
brags about his cover 
appearances in the iconic 
magazine and has falsely 


claimed to hold the record 
of cover appearances. 

Since 1927, Time maga- 
zine has chosen a Person 
of the Year, defined as a 
person (or people) who 
has had the most influ- 
ence over the news in the 
last 12 months, according 
to its website. 

“Tn 2016, the Person of 
the Year was Donald J. 
Trump, who upended the 
political world after unex- 
pectedly defeating his 
Democratic opponent 
Hillary Clinton to become 


the President of the 
United States,” it said. 
— Agencies 


—- 


This is not 
G zccentabie ina 

democracy. 
You have the right 
to protest in a dem- 
ocratic manner, go 
to the appropriate 
authorities 


— Venkaiah 
Naidu, 
Vice-prez 


No shooting for 15 
mins across nation 


Mumbai: As a mark of 
solidarity with Sanjay 
Leela Bhansali’s contro- 
versy-hit Padmavati, 
hundreds of people — 
from filmmakers to 
workers — across the 
country have announ- 
ced a 15-minute black- 
out on Sunday. — PTI 
PAGE 2 


reward. Is it so easy to 
have one crore? 

“This is not acceptable 
in a democracy. You have 
the right to protest in a 
democratic manner, go to 
the appropriate authori- 
ties... You cannot physi- 
cally obstruct and can’t 
give violent threats. Let 
us not undermine the 
E Turn to Page 4 


Ram Nath Kovind 


Need more 

women, SC, 
OBC judges, 
says Kovind 


J. VENKATESAN 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 25 


President Ram Nath 
Kovind on Saturday 
called for better repre- 
sentation of women, 
OBCs and SC/STs in 
higher judiciary and 
said that their current 
strength is unacceptably 
low. 

Speaking at Law Day 
celebrations, the 
President said, “There is 
unacceptably low repre- 
sentation of traditional- 
ly weaker sections such 
as OBCs, SCs and STs, 
especially in higher judi- 
ciary. Only one in four 
judges is a woman.” 

Suggesting that the 
present situation should 
be remedied, he asked 
the judiciary to walk in 
pace with other public 
institutions in being 
truly representatives of 
society’s diversity. 

“Like our other public 
institutions, our judicia- 
ry too has to be judicious 
in being representative 
E Turn to Page 4 


Haryana on alert 
ahead of 2 rallies, 


Internet curbed 


Chandigarh, Nov. 25: 
Haryana government is 
taking no chances and 
has put its security appa- 
ratus on alert in view of 
two separate caste rallies 
in Rohtak and Jind dis- 
tricts on Sunday. 

There’s heavy deploy- 
ment of police personnel, 
mobile Internet services 
have been suspended in 
13 districts and the state 
government has sought 
25 companies of paramili- 


tary forces. 
Pro-reservation All 
India Jat Aarakshan 


Sangharsh Samiti nation- 
al president Yashpal 
Malik has called a rally in 
Rohtak districts Jassia 
village for groundbreak- 
ing ceremony of a skill 
centre, and Kurukshetra 
MP Raj Kumar Saini, 
who is opposed to quota 
for Jats, has announced a 
“Samanta Maha 
Sammelan” in Jind. 

At least, 30 people were 
killed in February last 
year when a pro-reserva- 
tion Jat agitation in 
Haryana turned violent. 
The M.L. Khattar govern- 


ment came in for sharp 
criticism for its failure to 
maintain law and order. 

Though Muhammad 
Akil, Haryana additional 
director general of police 
(law and order), said that 
“the situation is peaceful 
and under control,” 25 
companies of paramili- 
tary forces have been 
sought from the Centre. 

This will be in addition 
to Haryana police person- 
nel deployed in 13 dis- 
tricts. 

Navdeep Virk, inspec- 
tor general of police 
(IGP), Rohtak range, said 
that as many as 3,500 
security personnel have 
been deployed in Rohtak 
alone. 

As a precautionary step, 
mobile internet, SMS and 
dongle services provided 
by cellphone networks, 
except voice calls, have 
been suspended till Sund- 
ay midnight in Jind, 
Hansi, Bhiwani, Hisar, 
Fatehabad, Karnal, Pani- 
pat, Kaithal, Rohtak, Son- 
ipat, Jhajjar, Bhiwani 
and Charkhi Dadri distri- 
cts, officials said. — PTI 


No need to extend 
AFSPA: Nagaland 


MANOJ ANAND 
GUWAHATI, NOV. 25 


The Nagaland governme- 
nt has opposed the exten- 
sion of Armed Forces 
(Special Powers) Act 
(AFSPA) in the state bey- 
ond December, asserting 
that the state is no longer 
a “disturbed area”. 

The Nagaland People’s 
Front (NPF)-led 
Democratic Alliance of 
Nagaland government, 
which is supported by the 
BJP, cited the prevailing 
calm and the ongoing 
peace-talks as the reasons 


for repealing the contro- 
versial law which gives 
“sweeping powers” to the 
security forces to act 
against “civilians”. 

The AFSPA was last ex- 
tended in the state for six 
months on June 30. The 
controversial Act, enact- 
ed in 1958, has been repe- 
atedly extended in Naga- 
land over the decades. 

Security sources said 
that the Union home min- 
istry had last month 
sought the opinion of the 
state government on 
extending the Act. 

E More on Page 4 


